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Appendix B
History of Referenda
The determination and courage of the Board of Education, the leadership of the 
chief executive officer, and the community's support for maintaining a quality 
educational program is exemplified in the results of referenda held in District 15.

There have been a total of 23 referenda since the school district consolidated: seven 
requesting an increase in the educational tax rate, eleven requesting the issuance of 
bonds for the construction of buildings and purchase of school sites, four for the 
issuance of bonds for new school buildings and the approval of interest-free bonds 
from the State of Illinois*, and one for the issuance of bonds to build a new school 
and renovate existing school buildings. The voters in District 15 voted favorably 
on every referendum until 2005, when an increase in the educational tax rate to 
maintain student programs and services was rejected by a narrow margin, and two 
bond referendums were rejected by voters.

*The interest-free bonds were repaid to the State of Illinois over a 16-2/3-year period 
for each bond. Primarily because of astute planning by the Board of Education 
and administration, the district managed to maintain a level debt approach in 
amortizing the bonds.

Listed chronologically below are descriptions of each referendum:

Date Issue Amount
02/15/1947 Acquire a school site to build school. $8,086

04/19/1947 Issue bonds to build Oak Street School. $600,000

11/10/1948 Increase Educational Tax Rate to 90¢.

03/21/1953 Acquire site and issue bonds to build Stuart R. Paddock School. $706,000

09/17/1953 Increase Educational Tax Rate to $1.11.

09/09/1955 Increase Educational Tax Rate to $1.25.

03/17/1956 Issue bonds to acquire sites and build Pleasant Hill and Jonas E. Salk 
Schools. Purchase Winston Park site.

$500,000

08/03/1957 Complete building and equip Jonas E. Salk and Winston Park Schools. $775,000

08/02/1958 Build and equip Cardinal Drive School, Build an addition to Winston Park 
School. Increase the Educational Tax Rate to $1.40.

$700,000

05/09/1959 Issue bonds to complete work on Winston Park addition, Cardinal Drive, 
Carl Sandburg, and Central Road Schools.

$160,000
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Date Issue Amount
10/22/1960 Issue bonds to build an addition to Carl Sandburg School. Acquire a site 

and build Plum Grove School.
$1,100,000

11/17/1962 Issue bonds to build Jane Addams and Marion Jordan Schools. $975,000

10/10/1964 Issue bonds to acquire site and build Virginia Lake School. Build addition 
to Central Road School. Build and equip a district office building.

$1,195,000

10/16/1965 Approve state interest-free loan for Winston Churchill School.

08/06/1966 Issue bonds to complete Winston Churchill School. Build additions to 
Plum Grove and Marion Jordan Schools.

$1,900,000

12/02/1967 Issue bonds to build and equip two K-6 buildings. Approve a state interest-
free loan to build and equip Willow Bend School.

$1,600,000

11/15/1969 Increase Educational Tax Rate to $1.61. Issue bonds for one junior high and 
two K-6 schools. Approve a state interest-free loan for the building program.

$3,300,000

10/30/1971 Issue bonds to build and equip Walter R. Sundling School. Issue bonds to 
construct Thomas Jefferson and another K-6 school.

$3,600,000

03/18/1986 Increase Educational Tax Rate from $1.61 to $2.51.

03/15/1988 Build and equip additions to and alter and repair the existing 18 schools. 
Build and equip a new school building(s) on land now owned. Issue bonds 
for said purpose.

$64,000,000

02/22/2005 Increase Educational Tax Rate from $2.51 to $2.99 was rejected by voters.

11/02/2010 $27 million bond referendum requesting money for working cash funds and 
building improvement projects was defeated by a 2-1 majority.

11/08/2016 $130 million bond referendum requesting funding for two new schools was 
defeated by a 2-1 majority.
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District 15: Vital Statistics

Vital Statistics 2002-03
The following factual information about District 15 was prepared for the 2002-03 
school year:

 Number of Schools: Elementary (K-6) ........................................................14
   Junior High (Grades 7-8) ..............................................3
   K-8 ................................................................................1
   Alternative School .........................................................1
 Enrollment: ............................................................................................12,956
 Number of Employees: Certified ...........................................................1,277
   Classified .............................................................938
 Expenditure Per Pupil: ............................................................................$9,484
 Operating Budget .......................................................................$164.2 million
  Education/Tort ................................................................... 64.3%
  Bond/Interest ........................................................................ 7.5%
  Operations & Maintenance ................................................... 6.2%
  Transportation ...................................................................... 4.7%
  Site/Construction .................................................................. 1.6%
  Working Cash ..................................................................... 10.9%
  IMRF/Social Security ............................................................ 2.4%
  Fire Prevention, Safety ........................................................... 2.4%
  Sources of Revenue 
   Local Property Tax .............................................................. 65.6%
   State Aid ............................................................................. 10.5%
   State TRS ............................................................................. 5.0%
   Federal Aid ........................................................................... 2.9%  
   Other Local Sources ............................................................ 16.0%
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Vital Statistics 2008-09
The following factual information about District 15 was prepared for the 2008-09 
school year:

 Number of Schools: Elementary (K-6) ........................................................15
   Junior High (Grades 7-8) ..............................................4
   Preschool Early Childhood Center/ 
   Alternative Public Day School .......................................1
 Enrollment .............................................................................................12,241
 Number of Employees: .............................................................................2,059
   Teachers ...............................................................832
   Administrators .......................................................55
   Non-certified Employees ..................................1,172
 Operating Expenditure Per Pupil (2007-08) .........................................$10,641
 2008-09 Operating Budget ..........................................................$137,477,109
  Expenditures by Fund
  Educational  ..................................................................... 79.15%
  Tort ..................................................................................... 2.75%
  Operations & Maintenance ................................................. 7.86%
  Transportation .................................................................... 6.84%
  Other Operating Funds ....................................................... 3.40%
  Sources of Revenue
   Local Property Tax ............................................................ 81.44%
   State .................................................................................. 13.29%
   Federal ................................................................................ 4.36%
   Other Local Funding .......................................................... 0.91%
   Federal Aid .......................................................................... 4.36%
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Vital Statistics 2010-11
The following factual information about District 15 was prepared for the 2010-11 
school year:

 Number of Schools: Elementary (K-6) ........................................................15
   Junior High (Grades 7-8) ..............................................4
   Preschool Early Childhood Center/ 
   Alternative Public Day School .......................................1
 Enrollment .............................................................................................12,234
 Number of Employees: .............................................................................2,146
  Certified Teachers .....................................................................869
  Classified Staff ..........................................................................844
  Substitute Teachers ...................................................................374
  Administrators ...........................................................................59
 Average years of teaching experience: ................................................. 13.6 years
 Percent of teachers holding master’s degrees and above: ..................... 76 percent
 Number of teachers currently certified by the  
 National Board of Professional Teaching Standards ........................................82
Operating Expenditure Per Pupil (2009-10) ...........................................$11,584.12
 FY 2011 Operating Budget ..........................................................$145,339,724
 2009 Total Equalized Assessed Value .........................................$4,755,559,281
  Expenditures by Fund
  Educational  ..................................................................... 77.15%
  Tort ..................................................................................... 0.88%
  Operations & Maintenance ................................................. 7.63%
  Transportation .................................................................... 7.63%
  IMRF/SS  ....................................................................... 3.42%
  Other Funds  ....................................................................... 4.37%
  Sources of Revenue
   Local Property Tax ............................................................ 81.65%
   State .................................................................................. 12.07%
   Federal ................................................................................ 6.28%
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Vital Statistics 2015-16
The following factual information about District 15 was prepared for the 2015-16 
school year:

 Number of Schools: Elementary (K-6) ........................................................15
   Junior High (Grades 7-8) ..............................................4
   Preschool Early Childhood Center/ 
   Alternative Public Day School .......................................1
 Enrollment .............................................................................................12,745
 Number of Employees: .............................................................................2,076
  Certified Teachers .....................................................................906
  Classified Staff ..........................................................................813
  Substitute Teachers ...................................................................294
  Administrators ...........................................................................59
 Average years of teaching experience: ................................................. 11.8 years
 Percent of teachers holding master’s degrees and above: ..................... 79 percent
 Number of teachers currently certified by the  
 National Board of Professional Teaching Standards ........................................73
Operating Expenditure Per Pupil (2015-16) ................................................$12,536
 FY 2015 Operating Budget ..........................................................$152,872,161
 2014 Total Equalized Assessed Value .........................................$3,141,029,415
  Expenditures by Fund
  Educational  ..................................................................... 78.62%
  Tort ..................................................................................... 0.75%
  Operations & Maintenance ................................................. 7.98%
  Transportation .................................................................... 6.18%
  IMRF/SS  ....................................................................... 3.64%
  Other Funds  ....................................................................... 2.83%
  Sources of Revenue
   Local Property Tax ............................................................ 80.71%
   State .................................................................................. 12.60%
   Federal ................................................................................ 6.69%
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Vital Statistics 2017-18
The following factual information about District 15 was prepared for the 2017-18 
school year:

 Number of Schools: Elementary (K-6) ........................................................15
   Junior High (Grades 7-8) ..............................................4
   Preschool Early Childhood Center/ 
   Alternative Public Day School .......................................1
 Enrollment .............................................................................................12,433

 Number of Employees: .............................................................................2,066
  Certified Teachers .....................................................................894
  Classified Staff ..........................................................................774
  Substitute Teachers ...................................................................313
  Administrators ...........................................................................85

 Average years of teaching experience: ................................................. 12.3 years
 Percent of teachers holding master’s degrees and above: ..................... 59 percent
 Number of teachers currently certified by the  
 National Board of Professional Teaching Standards ......................................126

Operating Expenditure Per Pupil (FY2018) ............................................$13,300.60
 FY 2018 Operating Budget ..........................................................$151,242,035
 2017 Total Equalized Assessed Value .........................................$3,548,419,062
  Expenditures by Fund
  Educational  ..................................................................... 71.80%
  Operations & Maintenance ................................................. 6.80%
  Transportation .................................................................... 5.23%
  Capital ................................................................................ 5.09%
  Life Safety ........................................................................... 3.65%
  Debt ................................................................................... 3.53%
  IMRF/SS ............................................................................ 3.07%
  Tort ..................................................................................... 0.82%
   Sources of Revenue
   Local Property Tax ............................................................ 80.33%
   State .................................................................................. 13.58% 
   Federal ................................................................................ 6.09%
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