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DATE: June 12, 2019 

TO: Board of Education 

FROM: Scott Thompson 

RE: Agenda Item No. 19-600 Student Recognition 

Recently this letter was shared with the Superintendent’s office: 
Good news!  Ryan was just named 1st team Academic All American for the 6th grade 
Pop Warner Football Little Scholars program this weekend.  This is national award and 
is a huge accomplishment in that you must be in the top 1.5% of the players academically 
nationwide to be named an All-American scholar and then only 35 of those qualifiers are 
selected to the 1st team.  It appears there were around 800 scholars named for the 6th 
grade level including 1st team, second team, and honorable mention.  Ryan was named 
1st team Mid-American Little Scholar several months ago but we didn’t think it was 
necessary to contact the school unless he was named 1st team nationally.  He was 1 of 
2 players selected from Illinois and the only one selected to the 1st team from our local 
Hoffman Estates RedHawks football program.  He will be honored at a two-day banquet 
in Baltimore on Memorial Day weekend. 

We believe that the education that Ryan has received at Winston Elementary gifted 
program has been second to none. The teachers and staff at Winston have not only 
provided a world class education in the classroom but also in the important areas 
of character development and good citizenship.  Since this award is based on academic 
performance and good citizenship, we believe this is as much a school award as it is an 
individual accomplishment.  Thank you for promoting the values that are encouraging 
Ryan to become a positive member of the community while maintaining a high standard 
of academic rigor in the classroom. 

Sincerely, Tyler and Margaret Donnelly 

We want to congratulate Ryan on his accomplishments and recognition. It is an impressive honor that I am 
sure was very difficult to earn. We appreciate the sharing of his success and acknowledging that it is the 
combined effort of all the adults in Ryan's life helping him to attain such recognition.  
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